
AGENDA 
Minnetonka Community Commission 
Monday, October 22, 2007, 6:30 p.m. 

St. Alban’s Room, Minnetonka Community Center 
 

 
1. Roll Call  
 
 David Hakensen, Eduardo Jimenez, Michael Kelly, Robbie Rosenthal, 

Laura Stotts Gorans, Paul Thyren, Anne VanHorne, Barb Westmoreland, 
Courtney Wieden, Melissa Williamson-Herren 

 
2. Discussion Items 
 
 a. Review September 24, 2007, meeting minutes 
 
 b. Bylaw review and approval 

• Election of vice-chair 
 
 c. Fire Department and City-Wide Open House Recap 

• Photo contest judging 
 
 d. Hopkins School District forums 
 
 e. Star Tribune article results 

• Faith community event 
• The Conservatory apartments (renter information packet) 

 
 f. Minnesota Sesquicentennial Meeting 
 
3. Adjourn 

 
 



 
 
 Minutes 

Minnetonka Community Commission 
    Meeting of September 24, 2007 
 
1. Roll Call 
 

Commission members present: David Hakensen, Eduardo Jimenez, 
Michael Kelly, Laura Stotts, Anne Vanhorne, Courtney Wieden, Melissa 
Williamson-Herren 
 
Commission members excused: Robbie Rosenthal 
 
Commission members absent: Barb Westmoreland 

 
Staff: Jacque Larson 
 
Chair Hakensen called the meeting to order at 5:36 p.m. 

 
2. Discussion Items: 
 
 a. Review August 13, 2007 meeting minutes 

Hakensen asked commission members if they had any changes or 
additions to the August 13, 2007, minutes.  
 
Kelly moved, Vanhorne seconded a motion to approve the minutes 
of the August 13, 2007, community commission meeting. All voted 
“yes.” Motion carried. 

 
 b. Fire Department and City-Wide Open House, Oct. 9, 5-8 p.m. 

Larson explained to commission members that the commission’s 
booth would be positioned just outside the doors of the council 
chamber, where the Pachamama Band will play from 6:30-7:30 
p.m.  
 
Handouts will include a brochure regarding the Minnetonka 
Community Commission, and the display will be of the photo 
contest entries. Williamson-Herren will assist with the display. Open 
house attendees will have the opportunity to vote for a People’s 
Choice award for the photo contest.  
 
To date, 19 photo contest entries have been received. Vanhorne 
distributed flyers to the art teacher and plans to give the other half 
to the photography teacher at Hopkins High School this week. 
Wieden also received flyers for distribution at Minnetonka High 
School. 
 
Larson asked commission members to sign up for a time slot to 
staff the booth. Assignments are as follows: 
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5 to 6 p.m. 
Courtney Wieden 
Anne Vanhorne 
Eduardo Jimenez 
 
6 to 7 p.m. 
Michael Kelly 
David Hakensen 
 
7 to 8 p.m. 
Michael Kelly 
Melissa Williamson-Herren (7:30-8 p.m.) 
David Hakensen 

 
 c. Neighborhood Block Captains 

As a follow-up to an idea at the August 13, 2007, meeting, Larson 
spoke with Nicole Nelson, crime prevention analyst with the 
Minnetonka Police Department, regarding Minnetonka’s 
neighborhood block captains and how they might assist the 
community commission in reaching various groups of residents. 
 
Currently there are 165 block captains in Minnetonka. The block 
captains meeting annually in April at the Minnetonka Community 
Center. 
 
Nelson informed Larson that state law prohibits her from sharing 
information identifying the block captains, but if the commission had 
an idea or information they’d like to share with the block captains, 
Nelson would be willing to serve as an intermediary. 
 
In addition, Nelson suggested that the Police Advisory Committee 
might be another avenue of partnership for the community 
commission to explore. 

   
 d. Update on Hopkins School District forums 

Larson had no new information on these forums, and reported she 
would email Westmoreland for the update. 

 
 e. Renter Information Packet 

Jimenez explained to the commission that many renters are not 
aware of their rights, especially regarding claiming a tax refund for 
rent paid and having their rental deposits returned. He had sent 
information to Larson suggesting this type of information might be 
useful for the city to provide renters. 
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Larson spoke with the city’s community development department, 
which did a little research with comparable communities. While 
other communities provide information to new residents regarding 
community services, specific information about renting is not 
provided. 
 
Larson will work further with the community development 
department to determine how this information might be best 
presented to renters, and also to determine if any grant money 
might be available to produce the information. Jimenez will follow 
up with the Minnesota Department of Revenue to see if they have a 
booklet of some sort regarding renters’ rights that the city could 
distribute. 

 
 f. Bylaw discussion 

The commission reviewed the bylaws developed by the history 
commission to govern its rules and procedures, and agreed that a 
similar document would suit the purposes of the community 
commission. Larson will draft the bylaws and bring them to the Oct. 
22, 2007, meeting, where members can vote on the bylaws. At that 
time a vice-chair also will be chosen. 

 
 g. Meeting schedule for 2007 and 2008 

The meeting schedule for 2007 and 2008 was presented, and there 
were no objections to the dates. 

 
3. Adjourn 

Vanhorne moved; Robinson seconded the motion to adjourn. Meeting 
adjourned at 6:14 p.m. 

 
 
Respectfully submitted,  
 
 
Jacque Larson 
Community Relations Manager 



 BYLAWS 
 MINNETONKA COMMUNITY COMMISSION 
 CITY OF MINNETONKA 
 
Article 1. General 
 

The Minnetonka Community Commission is established under Section 140.00 of the 
Minnetonka City Code. 

 
Article 2. Purpose 
 

The Commission is appointed by the Minnetonka City Council to foster partnerships 
that encourage community engagement; to protect and enhance the city’s appeal to 
residents and visitors, and serve as a support and stimulus to business; and foster 
civic pride and involvement in the community. 

 
Article 3. Meetings 
 

Section A. Meetings.  Meetings of the Commission shall be held at times and places 
established annually by the commission. Dates of meetings will be included in the 
city’s official calendar published on the city’s Web site. All meetings will be open to 
the public except as otherwise provided by law. 

 
Section B. Special Meetings. A special meeting may be held when deemed 
necessary by the Chair, and agreed to by four members of the Commission, 
including the Chair, or by the request of the City Council. 

 
Section C. Quorums. At any regular meeting of the Commission, a majority of the 
appointed members will constitute a quorum. 

 
Section D. Agendas. An agenda for each meeting will be prepared by the City 
Manager's office in cooperation with the Chair. The agenda will be mailed to all 
members of the Commission along with supporting data at least three days before 
the next regular meeting. 

 
The Commission may continue consideration of any scheduled item when 
supportive material for that item has not been delivered to the members three full 
days before the meeting at which it is considered. 

 
Section E. Member Absences. If a member is absent from four meetings within a 
calendar year, the Commission's Chair may submit notice to the Mayor advising 
him/her of these absences. Upon concurrence of the Commission, the Chair may 
recommend that the Mayor terminate such member from the Commission. 

 
Article 4.  Officers 
 

Section A. Election. Officers of the commission will consist of the Chair and a Vice 
Chair. The officers will be elected for a one-year period at the first meeting of each 
year. If there is no quorum at that meeting, the election will be held at the next 
regular meeting having a quorum. 



 
1) Chair: The Chair will preside over all meetings of the Commission. If the 

Chair and Vice Chair are absent, the Commission members will designate 
one of its members to serve as Chair. 

 
2) Vice Chair: The Vice Chair will perform all the duties of the Chair in the 

absence of the Chair. 
 

3) Secretary: A member of the City Manager's Office will be secretary to the 
Commission. The secretary will keep an accurate account of meetings and 
proceedings of meetings, and written notices and agendas of all meetings, 
send written notices and agendas of all meetings to members, keep a policy 
file of all Commission records and documents, and notify the City Council in 
writing of all Commission conclusions and recommendations. 

 
Article 5. Code of Ethics 
 

No Community Commission member will: 
• Use his or her position to secure special privilege or compensation from any 

party. 
• Take part or vote on any matter that affects his or her financial interest or 

those that directly benefit his or her business or profession. 
• Act as a representative for any matter that comes before the Commission in 

which a conflict of interest exists or may exist. 
 
Article 6. Parliamentary Procedure 
 

The proceedings of the Commission shall be governed by and conducted according 
to the latest rules of Roberts Rules of Order, as revised. 

 
Article 7. Amendments. 
 

These bylaws may be amended or altered by a majority vote of the members of the 
Commission at any regular or special meeting, having a quorum, provided the 
amendment was mailed or delivered to the Commission members at least three 
days before the meeting. 

 
 
                                                     _________________________________            

                                           
Chair      Vice Chair 
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You’re invited to attend 
a Faith Networking/Information Sharing Group!  

 
Learn more about –  
  

• Energy Assistance Programs 
• Foreclosure   

• Reverse Mortgages 
 

Guest Speaker: Scott Zemke 
Community Action Partnership Suburban Hennepin  

 
Tuesday, October 30  

8:00 am 
Excelsior United Methodist Church  

840 Highway 7 
Excelsior, MN  

 
 

RSVP – 952-988-5350  
 

Coordinated by: 
Hopkins Minnetonka Family Resource Center 

915 Mainstreet 
Hopkins, MN  55343  

952-988-5350  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
October 17, 2007 
 
The Honorable Jan Callison 
Mayor, City of Minnetonka 
 
Dear Mayor Callison,  
 
Minnesota will mark its 150th anniversary of statehood on May 11, 2008.  Communities 
throughout the state are joining with businesses, educational institutions and non-profit 
organizations to plan events and programs to recognize Minnesota's sesquicentennial 
throughout the coming year. 
 
The Sesquicentennial Commission, a group created by the Legislature which includes 
both public members and legislators is directed to oversee the statehood celebration. 
Recent events under the auspices of the Commission include recognition of Minnesota’s 
Constitution Day at the State Fair, maintaining a booth throughout the Fair, and unveiling 
of the design for the commemorative stamp to be issued by the U. S. Postal Service in the 
spring of 2008.  To be issued nationwide, it features a view of the Mississippi River at 
Winona at dusk.    
 
As a legislative member of the Commission I want to invite you or a representative of 
your community to attend the Sesquicentennial Coordinating Mini-Conference to be held 
on October 24 at Roseville City Hall.  Participants may attend either a morning session 
from 10 A.M to noon or the afternoon session from 1 to 3 P.M.   
 
The mini-conference will bring together representatives from communities and 
organizations that have already planned Sesquicentennial events; the conference, 
however, will present networking opportunities for new events to be planned as well.   
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
All participants at the conference will receive a briefing on plans already in place 
including Statehood week activities and Plan for the Future meetings scheduled across 
Minnesota.  Vendors from the providers of official Sesquicentennial graphics, 
merchandise, and banners will be on hand.  The website - http://www.mn150years.org/ - 
has additional information. 
 
To RSVP for the Mini-Conference, please call Karen Rickert at 651-296-1870 or email 
her at Karen@mn150years.org.  Feel free to contact my office if I can be of assistance. 
 
Sincerely,  
 
 
Gen Olson 
State Senator 
 
 
P.S.  This past weekend marked the opening of a new Sesquicentennial exhibit – 
Minnesota 150 – at the Minnesota History Center.  It features 150 people, places, things, 
and events, unique and important in Minnesota’s history, selected from over 2700 
nominations submitted by Minnesota citizens.  I have been through it.  It is well worth a 
visit. 
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