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Agenda 

2030 Comprehensive Guide Plan Study Session 
 

Wednesday, April 16, 2008 
 

6:30 PM 

(Dinner at 6:00 PM) 

Boards and Commissions Room 

 

 

1. Presentation of Draft 2030 Minnetonka Vision – Mayor Jan Callison (3/4 hour) 

 

2. Review of Recommended 2030 Land Use Plan Map Changes – Julie Wischnack (1/2 
hour) 

 

3. Review of Upcoming Public Involvement Activities – Julie Wischnack (1/4 hour)  

 

4. Adjournment 

 

The purpose of a study session is to allow the city council to discuss matters informally and in greater 
detail than permitted at formal council meetings. While all meetings of the council are open to the 
public, study session discussions are limited to the council, staff and consultants. 



 

 

2030 Comprehensive Guide Plan Study Session 
Meeting of April 16, 2008 

 

Brief Description:  2030 Comprehensive Guide Plan Update 

Requested Action:  Review and Discuss  

Background: 

The comprehensive plan steering committee has been working over the past year to 
update the 1999 Comprehensive Plan. Although required by the Metropolitan Council, 
the 2030 plan update process is also an opportunity for the community to thoughtfully 
anticipate the implications of expected demographic and economic changes, and to 
develop policies and strategies to accommodate change in a manner tailored to 
Minnetonka’s vision. 

The process to update the 2030 comprehensive plan respects traditional community 
values and philosophies by reinforcing and building on previous city policy decisions, 
while recognizing the need to manage future pressures by taking into account: 

a.) Minnetonka’s recently reviewed and reaffirmed community values,  

b.) past policy decisions that have resulted in the current development pattern and 
quality city services, and 

c.) the evolving city review process for development, infrastructure and services.  

This report reviews the overall vision for the 2030 Comprehensive Guide Plan as 
recommended by the steering committee and outlines the community involvement 
process for reviewing the plan. The proposed 2030 land use map and suggested 
changes are also included for council and board discussion and feedback.  

Minnetonka 2030 Vision 

The attached “2030 Minnetonka Vision” map visually reflects the major themes and 
important values of the draft plan recommended by the comprehensive plan steering 
committee. The major themes do not suggest a major change in direction for city 
policy, but rather, build upon each other and the past policy decisions that have 
made Minnetonka what it is today. By drawing on and reinforcing those strengths, the 
community can successfully meet its current and future challenges.  

The steering committee adopted the recommended themes and values detailed in 
draft Chapter III – Policies based on input from focus groups, public open houses, the 
staff services committee, and a review of existing conditions and city services. The 
policies honor the Minnetonka of yesterday and today by pragmatically addressing the 
demographic and economic realities of a community population and physical condition 
that is aging. Most important, the vision reflects a firm commitment to continued 
vitality and a strong sense of community. 
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The major themes and components of the draft Minnetonka 2030 Vision include: 

• Preservation of existing neighborhoods: First and foremost, the unique 
character of  Minnetonka’s existing neighborhoods will be preserved. No significant 
land use changes are planned, and specific policies and programs are recommended 
to address the aging housing stock, preserve natural resources, and better define 
buffers and transitions between land uses. To preserve existing neighborhood areas 
and still meet the evolving needs of current and future residents, higher density 
residential and mixed use development will have to be focused in the village and 
regional commercial areas with the infrastructure to support such development. 

• Village commercial areas: The village concept is not new, but rather, reflects 
past comprehensive plan designations of neighborhood and community commercial 
areas, while also recognizing the historic uses of the commercial areas. In certain 
village commercial areas, a blend of uses and higher residential densities are planned 
to preserve economic vitality, and provide opportunities for more housing choices and 
convenience for residents. Villages areas will all incorporate both internal pedestrian 
connections like sidewalks and trails, and also accessibility to various transportation 
alternatives. Increased mixed uses, especially higher density residential uses through 
redevelopment, are planned for the Hwy7/101 and Minnetonka Blvd/Hwy101 areas.  

• Regional centers: Minnetonka’s major regional areas include Ridgedale, Opus, 
and the I-394 and Crosstown business corridors. Higher redevelopment densities are 
planned to provide expanded housing and commercial opportunities, and will be 
supported by transit and LRT (Opus) service. It is expected that the majority of future 
new housing development in the community will occur in these regional centers. 

• Connectivity: The recommended plan includes various policies and strategies 
designed to increase connectivity throughout the city, particularly for the village and 
regional areas. Such connections can be transportation and recreational facilities, 
such as trails, roads and greenways, as well as linkages involving open space, 
environmental features and landscaping design elements. 

• Resource protection: A continuation of balanced preservation efforts is 
planned to protect Minnetonka’s highly valued water and woodland resources. 
Sustainability requirements are also incorporated, particularly those associated with 
improvements in stormwater quality.  

 

Remaining Public Involvement Activities 

The schedule for the remaining public involvement activities is: 

1. May 20 – open house (5:30 to 8:00 PM) at the Community Center to review the 
overall 2030 land use plan map and draft chapters of the plan. 

2. May 28 – morning “coffee” (7:00 – 8:30 AM) for residents (with individual 
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mailings to property owners where specific land use changes are suggested) to 
discuss specific 2030 land use plan implications with staff. 

3. June 16 – study session with the City Council, boards and commissions to review 
feedback from the May 20th Open House and the draft 2030 comprehensive 
guide plan chapters, including implementation. 

4. July 22 – public hearing on the completed draft 2030 comprehensive guide plan 
will be held by the Planning Commission.  

5. August 11 – City Council will be requested to review the draft plan and 
authorize staff to distribute the plan to adjacent cities and outside review 
agencies. 

 

Discussion questions: Does the city council and boards and commissions members 
concur with the recommended “Minnetonka 2030 Vision”? Should any changes be 
made to the planned additional public involvement activities? 

 

Originated by: 

 Ann Perry, Resource Strategies Corporation (RSC) 
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