


*One front yard setback may be reduced by 10 
feet, if the other is maintained as noted. 

Required Setbacks 

This handout summarizes setback requirements for single-family residential properties. It is not all          
inclusive. Please contact a planner at 952-939-8290 with specific questions regarding your project. 

  Standard Lot Corner Lot* Lot without  
Frontage 

Front: 
local street 35 ft 35 ft* 

40 ft or 20% of the 
average distance be-
tween opposite prop-

erty lines, 
but not less than 

25 ft 

Front: 
collector/arterial street 50 ft 50 ft* 

Side Aggregate 30 ft 
Minimum 10 ft on any one side. 10 ft 

Rear 20% of lot depth or 40 ft, 
 whichever is less 

20% of lot depth or 40 ft, 
whichever is less 

Shoreland See """Shoreland District" handout 

Floodplain 20 ft 20 ft 20 ft 

Wetland 35–60 ft depending on  
wetland classification 

35–60 ft depending on  
wetland classification 

35–60 ft depending on  
wetland classification 

houses, additions, and attached garages 

• A Front Property Line is any property line that abuts a public street or right-of-way, regardless of the orientation 
of the house. 

 
• A Rear Property Line is the property line opposite and most distant from a front property line. 
 
• A Side Property Line is any property line other than a front or rear property line.  
 
• Setbacks are measured perpendicular from a lot line to the closest point of the foundation of a structure. 
 
• City code requires minimum setbacks from natural features of a property including: ordinary high water level of 

lakes and creeks, floodplain elevations, and the delineated edges of wetlands. If your property includes any such 
features, please contact a planner regarding your project. 

 
• Some single-family residential properties may be located in a “Planned Unit  Development” (PUD). If your prop-

erty is located in a PUD, please contact a planner regarding your project. 

Special Notes 



Required Setbacks  

This handout summarizes setback requirements for single-family residential properties. It is not all          
inclusive. Please contact a planner at 952-939-8290 with specific questions regarding your project. 

accessory structures, 
swimming pools and sport courts 

• A Front Property Line is any property line that abuts a public street or right-of-way, regardless of the orientation 
of the house. 

 
• A Rear Property Line is the property line opposite and most distant from a front property line. 
 
• A Side Property Line is any property line other than a front or rear property line.  
 
• Setbacks are measured perpendicular from a lot line to the closest point of the foundation of a structure. 
 
• City code requires minimum setbacks from natural features of a property including: ordinary high water level of 

lakes and creeks, floodplain elevations, and the delineated edges of wetlands. If your property includes any such 
features, please contact a planner regarding your project. 

 
• Single-family residential properties are allowed a maximum of 1,000 square-feet of accessory structures. A      

Conditional Use Permit is required to exceed 1,000 square feet.  
 
• Accessory structures are allowed up to a maximum of 12 ft in height. A Conditional Use Permit is required to 

exceed 12 feet. 

Special Notes 

  
Accessory Structure 

Detached  
Garage 

pool or 
sport court Less than 

120 sq. ft 120 sq. ft and greater 

Front: 
local street 

 
Behind the rear       

building line of the 
principal structure. 

  

 
50 ft if between the 

principal structure and 
the street. 

 

35 ft  
Behind the front     

building line of the 
principal structure. 

  

Front: 
collector/arterial 

street 
 50 ft 

Side 0 ft 10 ft 10 ft 15 ft to water edge 
10 ft to pool apron 

Rear 0 ft 10 ft 10 ft 15 ft to water edge 
10 ft to pool apron 

Shoreland See "Shoreland District" handout 

Floodplain 10 ft 10 ft 10 ft 10 ft 

Wetland 35–60 ft depending on  
wetland classification 

35–60 ft depending on  
wetland classification 

35–60 ft depending on  
wetland classification 

35–60 ft depending on  
wetland classification 
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FRAMING/INSULATION 
 
Base Plates on concrete shall be treated wood or durable species such as redwood or  
cedar. 
 
Studs supporting floors shall be spaced not more than 16” o.c. (2 x 4 studs not more  
than 10 feet in length and supporting ceiling and roof only may be spaced at 24” o.c. if  
framing above is centered over studs). 
 
Rafters shall be nailed to adjacent ceiling joists to form a continuous tie between  
exterior walls. Where not parallel to the ceiling joint, rafters shall be tied to minimum       
2 x 4 crossties spaced not more than 4 feet o.c. 
 
Headers in outside bearing walls of one-story frame structures with center bearing walls  
(assuming a joist span of 14 feet of less) must meet the following minimum  
requirements: 
 
 2 – 2 X 4’s – 3 ft. maximum 
 2 – 2 X 6’s –  6 ft. maximum 
 2 – 2 X 8’s – 8 ft. maximum 
 2 – 2 X 10’s – 10 ft. maximum 
 2 – 2 X 12’s – 12 ft. maximum 
 
 When the opening is 16 feet. 
 

No roof load 2 –  2 X 12’s 
 Hip roof 2 –  2 X 14’s 
 Full roof load 3 –  2 X 14’s* 
 
 * Shall be No. 1 Douglas Fir or equivalent designed beam. 
 
 NOTE:  For 18-foot openings and/or structures longer than 24 feet, special 

design is required. 
 
Rescheck or alternate exterior envelope energy compliance/calculations is required for  
any new structure or addition. 

 
 









 

 

ATTIC VENTILATION 
 
MINIMUM REQUIRED ATTIC VENTILATION – 1/300 of horizontal projection of roof 
area – 1/2 to be in soffit, 1/2 to be in roof near ridge. 
 
 
FLASH – over all exterior exposed openings. 
 
 
VALLEY FLASHING 
 
Minimum 29 gauge galvanized extending at least 8” from centerline each way. An 
underlay of not less than 15 pounds felt shall be provided, extending 18” each way from 
centerline. 
 
 
COMPOSITION SHINGLES 
 
Shall not be installed on roofs with a slope of less than 4:12 unless approved by the 
Building Official. 
 
 
ROOF ICE BARRIER 
 
An ice barrier shall be applied consisting of: (1) two layers of Type 15 felt applied 
shingle fashion and cemented together or (2) a self-adhering polymer modified bitumen 
sheet from the eave up to a point 24” inside the exterior wall line. 
 
 
SLEEPING ROOMS 
 
Every sleeping room shall have at least one window meeting all the following 
requirements: 
 
 1. Sill height not more than 44” above the floor. 
 2. Not less than 5.7 square feet of openable area. 
 3. Not less than 24” opening height. 
 4. Not less than 20” opening width. 
 
 
FIRE PROTECTION 
 
Garages shall be separated from living areas with approved material such as 1/2” Type 
X gypsum board, or equivalent, applied to the garage side walls and 5/8” on ceiling. A 
solid wood door, 1 3/8” in thickness or a 20-minute fire rated door, shall be provided 
where a doorway penetrates the firewall. No doorway or window shall open directly into 
a room used for sleeping purposes. 
 
 
GARAGE MAXIMUM SIZE 
 
The maximum allowed area of a private detached garage is 1,000 square feet. 



 

 

 
THIS PAMPHLET IS WRITTEN AS A GUIDE TO THE MOST  

COMMON QUESTIONS AND PROBLEMS AND IS NOT INTENDED 
– NOR SHALL IT BE CONSIDERED – A COMPLETE SET OF REQUIREMENTS 

 

 
 
FOAM PLASTIC INSULATION 
 
Foam plastic insulation shall be of an approved type or shall be covered with approved 
material. Exposed foam plastic insulation is not allowed in any room, including crawl 
spaces and attics. 
 
 
INSPECTIONS TO BE CALLED FOR: 
 
Footing  When footing is excavated and formed, or slab is formed, sand cushion 

and reinforcement are in place. 
 
Framing When all framing is complete, all mechanical, plumbing, and electrical 

installed, but before insulating. Garages where framing will not be covered 
on inside does not require a framing inspection. 

 
Insulation When all wall insulation is in place, exterior weather barrier and 

ceiling/wall vapor barriers are in place. 
 
Fireplace Masonry smoke chamber inspections are required before the placement of 

flues. 
 
Final  When all work is complete and before occupancy. 
 
 
PLUMBING, HEATING (INCLUDING FIREPLACES), AND ELECTRICAL WORK 
 
Separate permits and inspections are required for each type of work being done. 
 
 
FIRE WARNING SYSTEM 
 
When alterations, repairs, or additions requiring a permit, or when one or more sleeping 
rooms are added or created in existing homes, the entire building shall be provided with 
smoke detectors as required for new homes. Smoke detectors may be battery operated 
when installed in existing areas that are finished. 
 
A smoke detector shall be installed in the basements of houses having a stairway which 
opens from the basement into the dwelling. Such a detector shall be connected to a 
sounding device or other detector to provide an alarm which will be audible in the 
sleeping area.  
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